Annual Drinking Water Quality Report

Glacier Springs Water System, Whatcom County


We're pleased to present to you this Annual Quality Water Report for 2006. This is the first year full calendar year (2006) for which our water system is categorized as Group A, and this report is now required annually. This is designed to inform you about the quality of water and services we deliver to you every day. The Department of Health calls these Consumer Confidence Reports. These will be distributed each year about this time. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve and protect our water resources.


Our water source is a groundwater spring, referred to as S01 (Spring 01), which is a sanitarily developed source that feeds two storage tanks and is distributed throughout the system by gravity. This report shows our water quality and what it means. 
If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact Rick Benson at 206.550.2270 or email info@glaciersprings.org. We want our members to be informed about their water utility. 

If you want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled board meetings. They are held once a quarter, on Saturday mornings at a home of a board member, and the dates are posted on the GSPOA website at http://glaciersprings.org/meetings.htm. Names and contact information of board members is maintained at http://glaciersprings.org/board.htm.

Glacier Springs Water System routinely monitors for constituents in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws, and conducted 40 sample tests in 2006. The table shown on the next page lists all the drinking water contaminants that were detected during the period of January 1st to December 31st, 2006. The presence of these contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. All drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may be reasonably expected to contain at least small amounts of some constituents. Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.
In this table you will find terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided the following definitions:

· Maximum Contaminant Level - The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. MCL’s are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect.

· Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - The “Goal”(MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

	TEST RESULTS

	Contaminant
	Violation

Y/N
	Level 

Detected
	Unit

Measurement
	MCLG
	MCL
	Likely Source of Contamination

	Microbiological Contaminants

	Total Coliform Bacteria                                    
	Y
	3 monthly samples- with 2 follow-up detects
	Presence in 100 ml
	0
	1 positive monthly sample
	Naturally present in the environment, bad sampling at non-drinking water sources (hose bibs, improper technique)


Microbiological Contaminants:
Total Coliform. Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other, potentially-harmful, bacteria may be present. Coliforms were found in more samples than allowed and this was a warning of potential problems.

As you can see by the table, our system did have two monitoring violations when routine monthly samples reported positive for coliform, in May and June, as were two subsequent follow-up samples. As required, follow-up samples were taken, and because the follow-up samples reported detections, notices were distributed to homeowners in May and June. We’re proud to report that with improved sampling techniques and no longer using hose bibs on homes that are not frequented, all subsequent samples have passed. Your drinking water meets or exceeds all Federal and State requirements. Read the section below labeled Total Coliform for information about exceedances.

Total Coliform: The Total Coliform Rule requires water systems to meet a stricter limit for coliform bacteria. Coliform bacteria are usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public by direct delivery, newspaper, television or radio. 

In our continuing efforts to maintain a safe and dependable water supply it has become necessary to make improvements in your water system. The costs of these improvements have been reflected in the assessment we currently share. Thank you for understanding.

Please call Rick Benson if you have questions.

We have made significant accomplishments over the last few years, first with a new storage tank and now replacing the failing distribution system, and we ask that all our members help us protect our water source, which is the heart of our community and our way of life.[image: image1.png]



