
Annual General Meeting

Glacier Springs Property Owners Association

October 25th, 2008

Meeting called to order at 1:11pm by Jeff Bissey Bissey, President. Quorum was present in person or proxy.

Jeff Bissey chaired the meeting and introduced the members of the board.

Rick Benson- Water System

Martha Dale- Treasurer

Tom Cosgrove- Zoning

Mike Pearl- Community Relations

Ron Wheadon- Covenants and Bylaws

Linda Stein- Secretary

Minutes of 2007 AGM was mailed shortly after last years meeting. There were no corrections and the minutes were approved by the Board. These minutes are posted on the Association website under http://glaciersprings.org/meetings.htm
John Thompson,Whatcom County Public Works, gave an update on the salmon recovery project related to the Canyon Creek watershed. Next summer contractors will start the project of removing and redistributing the material from the lower 500 ft. of the levy that was installed in 1994, in an attempt to help the salmon recovery project. The dyke as it stands right now is not being maintained and could give in the event of another big flood such as in 1989-1990.

This project will also include reinforcing the highway just down from the bridge (where the driveway for The Logs was) to fix it up and raise it. The concern is that it could be inundated under 2 feet of water should another big flood come along as happened in ’89-90.

Everything is conceptual right now but the county is looking for grant money to consider these options. More information can be found at:

http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/riverflood/index.jsp
Until this work is done locals should be aware of the risks. If we get a ‘pineapple express’ and the river is very turbid be careful. If the water level goes down when you think it should be going up evacuation should be seriously considered, since it’s possible that debris has dammed the river upstream, where the toe of either (or both) of the Jim Creek earthflow or the Bald Mountain could be inhibiting flow after heavy rain and slumping. A map on page 33 of the KWL report clearly indicates where these earthflows are located if you  have not been made aware of them. Please refer to http://glaciersprings.org/zoning.htm and look for the link to this report under “Canyon Creek Hazard Study”)

Treasurer’s Report: Martha Dale

Operating Budget for fiscal year ending 8/31/09 was ratified as presented. All in favor, no opposed.

Community Relations: Mike Pearl

Nothing to add to the report as stated.

Zoning Committee: Tom Cosgrove

Nothing to add to the report as stated.

Water Relations Report: Rick Benson

Larry Watts, an Association member who is also a certified water operator, has volunteered to help Rick (voluntarily) for the next couple of years to maintain the water system,

All Community Type A water systems, including Glacier Springs since Nov 2005, are required to have a state certified water operator on staff to manage all of the compliance and reporting requirements put forth by the Dept of Health, and the Board of Directors wanted a certified operator in backup should an unforeseeable situation arise with either volunteer. This will eliminate risk exposure of becoming non-compliant and being unprepared, because there would not be time to train another operator in an emergency. Due to our two volunteers, the Association will not have to raise dues to pay for an independent CWO for this service as of yet. This may change in the future. The cost as estimated right now would be about $15k-$20k / year, or an extra $90 per lot per year. We’re hoping to avoid this increase until the water assessment is complete. Our current volunteer operators are reimbursed for their time and required certification.

Re: Selling water to neighboring development:

Glacier Green is the group of homes right beside Glacier Springs with water service provided by the Glacier Water District. The Water District has expressed interest in connecting to the Glacier Springs water system and wants to buy water from the Association. They are offering to pay all the hookup fees and $10,000 as a one-time fee. They are offering to pay $.90/100 cubic feet. We have 273 availabilities and we now have 243 lots in GS that can be built on.  

Several members expressed concerns. For example, that we’d have a new liability situation should anything go wrong with our water. That their offer seems very low and would be considerably less than everyone in Glacier Springs has had to pay. If we include Glacier Green then it’s a 7% increase in the number of lots serviced by our system. Others expressed agreement that this could be a way to supplement the Association finances.

Jeff Bissey made an advisory motion to move forward with discussion with Glacier Water, and it was seconded.

The majority of the vote was in favor and the motion passed.

Convents and by-laws report: Ron Wheadon.

No additional comments by Ron.

Jeff Bissey presented information related to an updated fines policy and a new Schedule of Fines. The Fines Policy and the Schedule of Fines were included in the AGM packet mailed to all members.  The Bylaws assigns the responsibility for enforcing the governing documents, including the establishment and enforcement of fines. The previous fine structure was inadequate for deterring major violations of the Association governing documents.

The Board approved a change in the fine schedule to increase the fines for ‘major’ offences (Tier 1) to $2500. Tier 2 fines, which would encompass the majority of fines, will not change. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:44pm.


