Annual General Meeting – October 24, 2009


At 1:00pm, 44 members were present in person or proxy.  Quorum was 50.  Two people representing three votes arrived thereafter and four verbal authorizations for proxies were obtained by phone and witnessed by Ann McCartney, Parliamentarian.  Quorum was achieved at 1:40pm with 51 members present in person or proxy.

While quorum was being obtained, Board member and water system operator Rick Benson briefed the membership about the following:

· Initial information about a proposed DNR timber sale on property north of Glacier Springs.  The board of directors was contacted because of our water system easement on the DNR land.  The proposal is preliminary at this point and the board will continue to monitor closely.

· The Bay to Baker Trail.  The section between the Baker Baptist Camp and Maple Falls is now mowed, fenced, and accessible. On a mountain bike, it’s a much better way to get to Maple Falls. 
· There was informal discussion by members who attended the field trip that the Fish and Wildlife agency conducted the morning of the meeting in the area of the newly dismantled 520’ of dike on the lower section of Canyon Creek. Information about this project can be found on this website:  http://whatcomsalmon.whatcomcounty.org/documents/canyonphase1projectbriefFINAL.pdf 

Meeting called to order by Jeff Bissey at 1:40pm.  Ann McCartney, Parliamentarian, was in attendance.  Martha Dale was designated to take meeting minutes.

Jeff reminded the membership that the minutes from last year’s AGM were reviewed and approved by the Board of Directors by acclamation and were mailed to the membership shortly after the meeting.

The 2009 Annual Report:  

The 2009 Annual Report to the membership was presented as follows:

Treasurers Report – Martha Dale

No additions to the report.  Martha presented the operating budget for fiscal year ending 8/31/10.

Motion:  Ratify the operating budget for fiscal year ending 8/31/10.  The motion is debatable, not amendable.  Motion passed.

Secretary and web site

Linda Stein currently serves as board secretary and Amy Theobald currently manages the web site.  No additions to report.  Check out www.glaciersprings.org for general information about the Association and important updates.

Community Relations committee – Mike Pearl

No additions to report.  Mike reminded the membership to call Whatcom County sheriff and animal control for nuisance dog issues.  The Association has a Nuisance Dog policy (please refer to the GSPOA web site at the link above) but the most immediate action is through the sheriff and animal control.  

Zoning Committee – Tom Cosgrove

No additions to report.

Water Committee – Rick Benson

No additions to the report.  Rick thanked fellow member and licensed water operator, Larry Watts, for his help with the system.  As noted in the annual report, our water system won first place in the American Water Works Best Tasting Water in the Northwest contest.  Competition included Bellingham, Coupeville, Friday Harbor, Anacortes, Skagit County PUD and others.  We won by a lot.  The freshly painted fire hydrants are beautiful – thanks Rick!

Covenants and Bylaws – Ron Wheadon

There were no actions with the Covenants or Bylaws this year.  Jeff gave an update on the petition to amend the covenants, which is an ongoing petition to amend the requirements for amending the covenants.  Out of 213 eligible voting members, 106 members have signed their petition; 10 members are against; 97 non-responders.  One hundred forty-two petitions are required to pass the amendment.

New Business

Election of the Board of Directors for 2009-2011

Jeff reminded the membership that the Bylaws specify that the Board shall consist of 4 to 8 elected members plus the immediate past President.  

Nominees:  

Stacia Green

Rick Benson

Amy Vozel

Tom Cosgrove

Mike Pearl

Steve Potter

Kellie Slater 

Larry Watts

Each nominee briefly spoke about why they were interested in serving on the board.

Motion to approve the slate of candidates as nominated.  Slate approved.

There was discussion about quorum requirements.  In the past three years, we have barely obtained quorum; two of those years required phoning members for verbal proxies.   There was general consensus that the new Board research options for consistently obtaining quorum.  Comments included:  

· Reminders (email, phone, post cards) to the membership a few weeks prior to the AGM.

· Lowering the quorum requirement.  Pros and cons were discussed.

Sue Ann Croft volunteered to help with the web site.

A special thanks to Jeff and Martha for their service to the board.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,  

Martha Dale
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